Schedule of Newspaper articles

No. Date Publication Author Headline

1 22 May 2005 The Sunday David Murray “Spy camera operation targets shamed medico: Banned
Mail doctor caught working at clinic”

2 13 May 2005 The Courier Leanne Edmistone “Misdiagnosis led to addiction: Doctor with dementia found
Mail liable”

3 10 May 2005 The Courier Leanne Edmistone “Psychiatrist barred over sex with ex-patient”
Mail

4 5 May 2005 The Courier Leanne Edmistone “Doctor cleared of charges over mental patient action”
Mail

5 1 May 2005 The Sunday David Murray “Two years on, hearing into psychiatrist still not convened:
Mail Case delay anger”

“Doctor ban ‘restricted by rule’”

6 3 April 2005 The Sunday David Murray “Doctor suspended on poor-conduct charges: Father of porn
Mail baron accused of groping female patients”

7 24 March 2005 The Courier Ryan Heffernan “Mum prepared for death after wrong diagnosis”

Mail




No. Date Publication Author Headline

8 23 March 2005 The Courier No author listed- in Fast News “Post-op problems”
Mail

9 16 November The Courier Tanya Moore “Surgeon restricted after porn offence”

2004 Mail

10 9 November 2004 | The Courier Hedley Thomas “Doctor’s lethal shift: Abolish 24-hour roster: Judge”
Mail

11 9 October 2004 The Courier Mark Oberhardt “Would be candidate fails to kill sex case”
Mail

12 21 August 2004 The Courier Michael McKenna “Therapist banned for seduction”
Mail

13 31 July 2004 The Courier Hedley Thomas “How the system failed this little girl”
Mail

14 13 May 2004 The Courier Sandra McLean “Bad medicine scars career”
Mail

15 6 May 2004 The Courier Hedley Thomas “Banned medico defeats ruling”
Mail

16 14 April 2004 The Courier Hedley Thomas

Mail

“Death turns focus on hospitals”




No. Date Publication Author Headline
17 Undated The Courier Kay Dibben “The Queensland doctor who prescribed stimulants for
Mail truckies” T
18 18 September The Courier Dr Robert Stable, director- “Actions had to be fair”
2003 Mail general Queensland Health
commenting on Madonna King’s
article (number 19 below)
19 16 September The Courier Madonna King “Daughter’s death in vain”
2003 Mail
20 10 September The Australian | Jamie Walker “Faith healer fights on: a firebrand doctor is at the heart of a
2003 controversial heroin therapy”
21 19 August 2003 The Courier Greg Stolz “Romancing GP returns to work as ban lifted”
Mail
22 5 July 2003 The Courier Mark Oberhardt and Leanne “Neurosurgeon suspension could delay operations”
Mail Edmistone
23 28 June 2003 The Courier Cath Hart

Mail

“Doctor free to ply drug remedy”
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. Mr Morris has moved to partially
Sideline a deputy commissioner, Sir
Llew.Edwards, from matters con-
cerning the Medical Board of
Queensland pecause a company
whlqh he directed handled their
media and crisig management dur-
Ing the Dr Death furore,

Staff have also been seconded to
the inquiry from Attorney-Genera)
Rod Welford's department as well
as the Crown Solicitor’s office.

Bar Association president Glenn
Martin, SC, said Mr Andrews, son of
the late former chief justice Dormer
;&ngrews, was “well qualified for the
ask”,

- hal LR Y K T
— the commissiorier can-work” i
closely with the.senior:counsel.

Wy TR A e

* assisting, or he can sit back and ask

that the evidence be presented.”

Mr Morris said yesterday he
hoped to start public hearings in
Brishane on May 23, with two to
three weeks of sittings, before mov-
ing the inquiry to Bundaberg, where
Jayant Patel was employed as
Bundaberg Hospital's director of
surgery.

Dr Patel has been linked to the
deaths of more than 2¢ patients who
died prematurely or unnecessarily
before The Courier-Mail uncovered
evidence in the US of his gross neg-
ligence in surgery in hospitals there.

Leanne Edmistone

A QUEENSLAND doctor has been
cleared of charges she forcibly
drugged a patient and admitted her
to a Brisbane mental hospital.

Lamorna Osborne had been
accused by the Medical Board of
Queensland of not relying on inde-
pendent medical evidence in order-
ing the regulated admission of Gold
Coast mother-of-two Marietta
Richini to Belmont Private Hospital
in May 1997.

She was also charged with acting
inappropriately by injecting Mrs
Richini with a cocktail of drugs and
breaching doctor-patient confidential-
ity by supplying documents to her for-
mer de facto partner Giovanni Cingia.

She admitted the breach of
confidentiality.

In a written judgment handed
down yesterday, Judge Michael
Forde found Dr Osborne was a car-
ing practitioner with imperfect
record-keeping, and the board had
failed to prove her actions in order-
ing the patient’s admission
amounted to unsatisfactory profes-
sional conduct.

The tribunal was told Dr Osborne,
who specialised in postnatal depress-
fon and had postgradusate qualifi-

cations in anaesthetics, had treated

Doctor cleare
over mental patient action

d of charges q

CLINICAL judgment found to be
sound . . .-Dr Lamorna Osborne.

Mrs Richini since 1991, and for
depression since 1993,

In 1997, after the birth of Mrs
Richini’s second child, Dr Osborne
became concerned her condition
was deteriorating and that this
might endanger the child,

Expert medical evidence and
cross-examination satisfied the tri-
bunal that Dr Osborne’s clinical
judgment was sound and she had
acted in a responsible and profes-
sional manner.

Judge Forde ordered Dr Osborne
be reprimanded and pay $5000 for
the breach of confidentiality.

+
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after wrong diagnosis

Ryan Heffernan

BERYL Croshy began mentally
planning her own funeral last
year after she says a doctor at g
Queensland hospital diagnosed
her with secondary liver cancer.,

The mother of two from
Bundaberg speaks of memories
of endless medica] tests, trying
to console her two devastated
daughters and a grandson who
was begging her not to go away.,

Only Ms Crosby wasn’t dying
— there was no cancer,

The 49-year-old said last
night she had been satisfied to
write the whole thing off as a
bad mistake, until it emerged
that the same surgeon whom
she claims misdiagnosed her
had been accused of in-
competence involving at least 14
other patients.

“It was January 27 (2004) and
it was hell from then on,” Ms
Crosby claims.

“But the hell my family was
put through was the worst."The
allegations centre around a “Dr
Patel" from the Bundaberg
Base Hospital and were contro-
versially aired in Queensland

AlLclear. ., Beryl Crosbyina happy moment with her daughter

Katie after finding she does not have cancer.

Parliament by sitting Nationals
member Rob Messenger on
Tuesday.

Using information contained
in a leaked letter from a nurse
in the intensive care unit, Mr
Messenger raised allegations
that 14 patients at the hospital
had suffereq serious compli-
cations and one died following
surgery involving Dr Patel,

AMA Queensland president

David Molloy confirmed “the
doctor in question” had been in-
vestigated by the chief health
officer and the matter had been
referred to the medical board.
Ms Crosby claims her GP sent
her to Brisbane, where in May,
she was cleared of cancer and
dlagnosed with hemangiomas.
Ms Crosby said last night she
had made a formal complaing
about Dr Patel,

e ———
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Post-op problemsﬁ{

EOURTEEN patients atthe Bundaberg Base
Hospital had died or suffered serious
complications following surgery because ofan
incompetent surgeorn, State Parliament was told
yesterday. The Opposition yesterday tabled a
leaked letter written by an intensive care unit
nurse calling for a formal investigation into one of
the hospital's surgeons. The nurse alleged the
post-operative complication rate for the SUrgeon's
patients was extremely high, with several
developing major health problems resulting in
unplanned hospital readmissions and, in at least
one case, death. Opposition health spokesman |
Stuart Copeland said the chief health officer had !
investigated the claims, and called on Health .
Minister Gordon Nuttall'to release the findings. Mr;
Nuttall told State Parliament he was notaware of :
the claims but it would be a matter for the Medical ;
Board of Queensland. :




Surgeon restricted|
after porn offence
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Tanya Moore

A SURGEON convicted of
Internet child pornography
offences will continue prac-
tising at g central Queens-
land hospital but will be
banned from treating
patients under the age of 18,

William Joseph Fitzgerald,
42, who practises at the Pion-
eer Valley Hospital in
Mackay, was charged with
possessing 120 images of boys,
Some engaged in sexual
activity, between four and
15 years old.

Dr Fitzgerald pleaded
guilty in the Mackay Magis-
trate’s Court last Friday to
two counts of possessing and
one count of copying child-
abuse computer games. He
was fined $2000.

Queensland Medical Board
€xXecutive officer Jim
O’Dempsey said the doctor
had agreed to restrictions
being placed on his practice
as a result of the charges,

“We have taken action
against his registration
status and he hag offered an

undertaking to the board,‘

which the board has ac.
cepted. He cannot practise or
brovide medical services to
anyone under the ageyof 18,”
Mr O’Dempsey said, *~

He said the board had
“made the determination” ||
that Dr Fitzgerald was “a risk
to the public” and an investi-
gation into possible future
disciplinary measures would -
now take place. 5

He said the investigation |
could take up to five weeks,

Dr Fitzgerald had been
practising without restric-
tions up until last week,
despite the charges. ’

Mr O’Dempsey said the
board had “issued a show
cause notice to.Dr Pitzgerald
asto why it should not impose
conditions or ' suspend his
registration” when they be-
came aware of the child porn
charges through media,

He said it was not compul-
sory for a medical prac-
titioner to inform the board if
charges were laid against
them until they were found
guilty or if there was a crimi-
nal indictment against them.

Police discovered images of
boys, some involved in sexual
activity, on Dr Fitzgerald's
laptop on September 24,

Michael Springer, Dr Fitg-
gerald's solicitor, told the
court the surgeon came
across websites containing
the images after receiving
unsolicited e-mails, i

— Additiona) reporting AAP




.A PSYCHIATR]
- withdraw his. Na

yesterday: - = :
. In December last ar, Roek-
hampton psychiatrist Christopher E
John Alrge was found guilty by .
the Health Practitioners Pribunal
"Of ‘unsatisfactory professional:
conduct for g relationshj '
former patient, . -
2 It was alleged the
© 92-year-old registered

- treated by Dr Alroe:f

¥

woman, a '

|- decade after heing diagnosed with |
“ a bipolar disorder,”
- Dr Alrve, 50, -ende
“ment aftep. her ¢co
proved in August 1998,
alleged the two later:
times up until April 200
- Dr. Alroe, a for,
‘man-of the Austr
Fund, former flyin
-part-time playwrigh
cised by the tribun
-On-his former pat,
ability. """
“The complainant h¢
“lonely ang vulnerable

N ' flattered ' py
-attentignicof
intel

Scandal . . S
Chris Alroe.

n.:
; ‘The tribuna;ljdela,y@d_
§ . ishment until an’appeal
y - heard. SRR
-~ Dr Alroe relied on 25 gro
his appeal, with the cen
being the tribunal’s ace
the complain
Court of A

fo the Caurt of
be brought on qu
‘So Dr Alrog I

nd said there was ampi
confirming the alj ga
m g

. reed, d
.the overall effect of: the
ibefare the. tribung

- cogent suppart. for.t
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Ba“ “ d : A DOCTOR who has fought

the Medical Board of

: Queensland over action to

- prevent her from practising

: for five years has been signifi-

mEdIco ‘ cantly vindicated in an Om-
f : budsman'’s report.

I ; However, Dr Christina

[ Wong, 31, whose campaign to
highlight her case brought
: her in conflict with former

health minister Wendy
m Edmond, will not be able to
i return to work immediately.

rulln Assistant Ombudsman

' # Greg Woodbury found there
i had been maladministration
and deficient supervision by
the Medical Board, which is
responsible for registering
and investigating medical
practitioners in Queensland.

His report sets out a series of
deficiencies by the Medical
Board which “failed to ad-
equately supervise or monitor
your health and performance”.

Dr Wong's problems arose

when she had suffered major
. stress and psychological prob-
lems and was prescribed anti-
depressants and other drugs.

After an evaluation by her
psychiatrist she was permitted
to work in the Inala Health
Centre general practice in a
placement approved by the
Medical Board-administered
Health Assessment and Moni-
toring Program.

The program, for regulated
doctors with drug, health or
psychological {ssues, is meant
to involve close supervision
by senior doctors but the Om-
budsman’s Office found this
did not occur.

Dr Wong made mistakes
while treating patients and
she was referred to the Medi-
cal Tribunal, which in Octo-
ber 2002 decided that her
registration should be can-
celled for at least five years.
‘ The Assistant Ombudsman

found Dr Wong treated
patients and made mistakes,
including drug prescriptions
and incorrect diagnosis, some
time afterserious concerns had
been raised by her supervising
doctor af the Inala practice.

He said the Medical Board
should have taken more decis-
ive action about “concerns re-
garding your ongoing conduct,
your actions and your health”.

The report also found that Dr
Wong contributed to the prob-
lem because of her reluctance
to comply with the program,

The Medical Board, which
has a statutory requirement
to uphold professional stan-
dards and protect the public
by ensuring safe health care,
has since improved its pro- TH E
gram for impaired doctors. C O U Rl E R MAI L

Dr Wong, who has been study-
ing law, sald yesterday she wel-

comed the report and was con- EDITION . /u /@6’/’04

sidering her legal options.

{
Hedley Thomas




Actions had to be fair

I WRITE concerning
Madonna King’s column
(Perspectives, Sept 16)
about the very tragic death
of 1l-year-old Elise Neville
last year.

The article gives the com-
pletely wrong impression
about Queensland Health's
response to Elise's death. It
is true that Elise’s father,
Dr Gerard Neville, is an
employee of Queensland
Health and that he has
been a colleague of mine
since we commenced uni-
versity together more than
30 years ago.

It was as a colleague and
not as director-general of
Queensland Health that I
attended Elise's funeral and
visited the Nevilles at their
home,

However, as well as being
personally concerned for a
colleague and his family, as
director-general I needed to
ensure that my professional
actions be rigorously and
scrupulously fair to all par-
ties involved in the matter.

I properly advised the
Nevilles to refer their con-
cerns to the three indepen-
dent statutory authorities
which have jurisdiction in
this area; the Health Rights
Commission, the Medical
Board of Queensland and
the Queensland Nursing
Council.

These authorities are
independent of Queensland
Health in the same way the
Crime and Misconduct
Commission is independent
of the police. It would be

improper for me to attempt
to influence the outcome of
a Health Rights Commis-
sion investigation, or that of
the Medical Board or Nurs-
ing Council. It should be
noted that the matteris also
before the Coroner.

King suggests there is a
lack of accountability in the
investigation of Elise's
death. Accountability
extends to journalism as
well. At no stage did King
seek any comment from
myself. Had she spoken to
me in the preparation of the
article I could have clarified
the role of Queensland
Health, the statutory and
independent bodies and
myself in the investigation.
— Dr Robert Stable,
director-general, Queens-
land Health.
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Markbberhardt and
Leanne Edmistone

THE suspension of a leading brain
surgeon would highlight a short-
age of neurosurgeons and delay
some operations, a Brisbane court
was told yesterday.

Marshall Cooke, QC, was making
submissions after the Court of Ap-
peal ordered his client, Dr Michael
Coroneos, serve a three-month
suspension for breaching working
restrictions placed on him by the
Medical Board of Queensland.

It was the latest setback for Dr
Coroneos, often described as a
brilliant brain surgeon, in his
battle with health authorities since
he was jailed for Medibank fraud
in January 1994. ,

After Justice John Jerrard
delivered yesterday's judgment,
Mr Cooke asked for time to con-
sider whether Dr Coroneos would
make an application for a perma-
nent stay of the order.

Mr Cooke said it needed to be made
clear when the suspension would
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‘Neurosurgeon suspension
. could delay ope
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MICHAEL Coroneos ...
suspension ordered.

begin because of his client’s heavy

work commitments and need to
relocate patients waiting for surgery.

He said he understood there was
a shortage of neurosurgeons in
Brisbane at the moment and it
could cause problems.

But Neurosurgical Society of*
“Australasia president Glenn

rations

McCulloch yesterday said there
“probably” wasn’t a shortage of
neurosurgeons but the medical
indemnity fallout could force resig-
nations in the next few months. .

Mr McCulloch said he believed .
there were about 12 neurosurgeons
operating in Brisbane, three on the
Gold Coast, two in Townsville and
one in Rockhampton.

Justice Jerrard gave each party 21
days in which to apply for a stay or
clarification of the suspension order.

Dr Coroneos has been battling
the Medical Board since he was re-
leased in mid-1994 after serving
three months of a jail term for
Medibank fraud. ’

After his conviction, the board
charged him with professional mis-
conduct and took Dr Coroneos be-
fore the Medical Assessment Tri-
bunal which suspended him for 12
months. -

A continuing legal battle has been
fought over whether Dr Coroneos
breached a number of conditions
imposed by the board upon his re-
admission to practise.
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